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PRESENT 
 
Unidel H. Rodney Sharp Professor, School of Education, University of Delaware.   
Joint appointments: Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences; Department of Linguistics and  
Cognitive Science, College of Arts and Sciences.  Director, Child’s Play, Learning, and Development Lab. 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, Learning, Research, and Development Center,  
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 15260, 1972-1974. 
 
Cornell University, Department of Human Development and Family Studies, 
Ithaca, New York 14853 
Ph.D., Developmental Psychology, May, 1973. 
 
Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, New York 11230 
B.A., Psychology, January, 1968. 
 

MAJOR AWARDS  
 
Society for Research in Child Development Distinguished Scientific Contributions to Child 
Development Award (2017). Presented at the SRCD meeting in April 2017. 
 
Living Now Book Awards (2016). Becoming Brilliant won the Bronze medal in the Parenting Category. 
 
Distinguished Scientific Lecturer (2015). An annual award given by the Science Directorate program of 
the American Psychological Association, it supports up to three psychological scientists engaged in 
research to speak at regional psychological association meetings. 
 
James McKeen Cattell Fellow Award (2015), the highest honor conferred by the Association for 
Psychological Science for “a lifetime of outstanding contributions to applied psychological research.” 
 
Francis Alison Scholar, University of Delaware (2011). The University's highest competitive award for 
faculty, it consists of a $10,000 prize to a faculty member who has made notable contributions to his or 
her field of study.  It encompasses research, teaching, mentoring, and service. 
 
The Urie Bronfenbrenner Award for Lifetime Contribution to Developmental Psychology in the 
Service of Science and Society (2011), Division 7, American Psychological Association, for “...an 
individual whose work has ... contributed not only to the science of developmental psychology, and who 
has also worked to the benefit of the application of developmental psychology to society. The individual's 
contributions may have been made through advocacy, direct service, influencing public policy or 
education, or through any other routes that enable scientific developmental psychology to better the 
condition of children and families.” 

http://roberta-golinkoff.com/
http://childsplay.udel.edu/
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Distinguished Service to Psychological Science Award (2009), American Psychological Association, 
for “disseminating and translating psychological research and making it accessible to policymakers and 
the general public through publications, public lectures and advisory roles with child-related 
organizations.” 
 
Winner, Books for a Better Life Award, given by National Multiple Sclerosis Society (2004) for Einstein 
never used flash cards:  How our children really learn and why they need to play more and memorize less 
(co-authored with Kathy Hirsh-Pasek). Emmaus, PA:  Rodale Press. 
 
Named Unidel H. Rodney Sharp Professor, University of Delaware, 1995. 
 
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellow, 1988. 
 
James McKeen Cattell Supplemental Sabbatical Award for Psychologists, 1988. 
 
 

HONORS and SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
 
Invited Presenter, Inauguration of Dennis N. Assanis, President, University of Delaware (November, 
2016).  
 
Member, Organization Committee, (July – December, 2016) Institute of Education Sciences Annual PI 
Meeting, Washington, D.C. 
 
Launch of Becoming Brilliant held at Brookings Institution, June, 2016. Washington, D.C. 
 
Invited to attend and present at White House Summer Learning Conference, Washington, D.C. 
(2016, February). 

 
Member, Site Visit Team. National Science Foundation, Washington, D.C. (2015, June) 

 
Co-chair with Kathy Hirsh-Pasek of Frontiers of Innovation Working Group on Playful Learning. 
Harvard University, Jack Shonkoff, Director.  

 
Invited to conduct special session on dissemination and translational science at Society for 
Research on Child Development. Taking it to the Streets: Developmental Science Goes Live! (2015, 
March). 
 
Invited to spend the month at the Department of Psychology, University of California at Los 
Angeles (2015, January). 
 
Invited to present to distinguished alumni (2014, March) and Board of Trustees, University of 
Delaware, on my research (2014, December). 
 
Academic Advisory Board, Playful Learning and Narrative Skills Project, David Whitebread, Cambridge 
University, England (2013, May – present). 
 
Scientific Advisor, Save Childhood Movement, London, England (2012, January) 

 
Member, Scientific Advisory Board, New York Hall of Science.  (2011, October).   

 
Briefing to Department of Education, Early Learning Group (2011, May).  Playing for our future: 
Preparing 21st century children for a global economy. Washington, D.C. 
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Plenary Speaker, Golinkoff, R. M. & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2011, March).  From the classroom to the living 
room: Developmental science goes live. Teaching Institute, Biennial Meeting Society for Research in 
Child Development, Montreal, Canada. 
 
Featured in the New York Times, January 5, 2011, in article on play and the Ultimate Block Party; m 
Most e-mailed article of the day. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/06/garden/06play.html?_r=1&hp ; 
December 24, 2013, quoted in the Science Times,  http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/23/to-smoosh-
peas-is-to-learn/?ref=todayspaper 
 
Member, National Advisory Board, Alliance for Childhood.  Advisor on Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why 
Children Need to Play in School, 2009.  
 
Panelist, Congressional Briefing, (2009, May). Rethinking Pre-K and Kindergarten Education, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Panelist and Keynote Speaker, Playful Learning: The Role of Play in Early Childhood Education 
Settings, Washington, D.C.. Sponsors:  Office of Head Start, U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Planning, Research, and Evaluation, National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, and 
Administration for Children and Families (2009, December).  
 
Advisor to W. Ma and L. Song, Both were recipients of the F.B. Murray Research Award, School of 
Education, University of Delaware, May 2008, 2009. 
 
Member, National Science Foundation, Committee of Visitors in Developmental and Learning 
Science, March, 2009.  
 
Nominee, University of Delaware Advising and Mentoring Award, from School of Education, 
February, 2009. 
 
Distinguished Lecturer in Language and Literacy, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA, February, 
2009. 
 
D. O. Hebb Lecture, Department of Psychology, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, December, 2008. 
 
Winner, Best Philanthropic Product from Mom’s Choice Awards (2008) for Celebrate the scribble: 
Appreciating children’s art (co-authored with Kathy Hirsh-Pasek). Bethlehem, PA: Crayola Beginnings 
Press. 
 
Keynote Address, Women of Promise dinner, University of Delaware (2007, November). 
 
Associate Editor, Child Development, July 2007- July 2012. 
 
Scholar in Residence: Laboratoire Psychologie de la Perception, CNRS - Université Paris Descartes 
Centre Biomédical des Saints Pères, 2007, May – June. 
 
Keynote Address, with K. Hirsh-Pasek, Boston University Conference on Language Development, 
(2006, November). 
 
Exhibit, PlayWorks, at the Children’s Museum of Manhattan, based on the ideas in our book, Einstein 
never used flash cards:  How our children really learn and why they need to play more and memorize 
less. (2006, September).  
 
Major Address to Governor Timothy M. Kaine at his Smart Beginnings Summit, Richmond, VA (2006, 
August). 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/06/garden/06play.html?_r=1&hp
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/23/to-smoosh-peas-is-to-learn/?ref=todayspaper
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/23/to-smoosh-peas-is-to-learn/?ref=todayspaper
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Research featured on PBS series "Human Language; “Good Day Philadelphia;”  “Good Morning 
America;” Fox Washington, D.C. morning show; National Public Radio; “Wake up Baltimore!”; Comcast 
Television Morning Show; and ABC World News; Year of Language Radio Project. 
 
Member, Honor’s Committee in Linguistics, Swarthmore College, 1999, 2002, 2003. 
 
Convocation Address, presented to 4,000 incoming freshmen. University of Delaware, 1998. 
 
Fellow, American Psychological Association Division 7 (Developmental Psychology) and Division 15 
(Educational Psychology). 
 
Fellow, Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Research Fellowship, Center for Advanced Study, University of Delaware,  
1993-1994. 
 
Supervised senior honors thesis of Laura E. Kenealy, Recipient of Senior Research Award, 
Department of Psychology, University of Delaware, 1993. 
 
Distinguished Faculty Award, College of Education, University of Delaware, 1988.   
 
Visiting Fellow, Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Fellowship in Cognitive Science, Department of 
Psychology, University of Pennsylvania, 1980-1981. 
 
Supervised dissertation of Carol Harding, Recipient of George Herbert Ryden 
Dissertation Prize.  University of Delaware, 1981. 
 
Graduate Teaching Award, College of Education, University of Delaware, 1978. 
 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, Learning Research and Development Center,  
University of Pittsburgh.  Sponsor:  Dr. Robert Glaser, 1972-1974.  
 
 

MAJOR OUTREACH EFFORTS 

Op Ed in Philadelphia Inquirer, Talk 'with' not just 'at' your child. May 7, 2015; blogs in Delaware 
newspaper. 

Shape Up America!  (March, 2014). A video by this name created to convey the importance of spatial 
education. Developed for an NIH contest resulting from having been awarded a stimulus grant.  

 
Invited blogger for Psychology Today. (2013- ). Under the heading of Your Other Mothers: The real 
skinny on science-based information for parenting.  Goal is to inform the public about best practices in 
education and development at all age levels. 
 
Invited blogger for Huffington Post (2012- ). Many pieces on developmental and educational issues 
based in current research.  Goal is to inform the public about best practices in education and 
development at all age levels. 
 
Invited blogger for National Institute for Early Childhood Education Research, March 6, 2014. 
http://preschoolmatters.org/2014/03/06/playful-learning-where-a-rich-curriculum-meets-a-playful-
pedagogy/ 
 
Invited blogger for Brookings Institution (2015- ). Pieces on developmental and educational issues. 
 

http://preschoolmatters.org/2014/03/06/playful-learning-where-a-rich-curriculum-meets-a-playful-pedagogy/
http://preschoolmatters.org/2014/03/06/playful-learning-where-a-rich-curriculum-meets-a-playful-pedagogy/
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Co-founder, THE ULTIMATE BLOCK PARTY, Central Park, New York City, October 3, 2010 to celebrate 
the arts and sciences of play [www.ultimateblockparty.com].  Over 50,000 people attended to learn about 
the science of learning. Brought together constituents from public and private sector, universities, 
children’s museums and organizations and individuals concerned with children’s well being and America’s 
future.  Funded as well by the National Science Foundation, the Ultimate Block Party is the beginning of a 
movement to restore play and playful learning to children’s lives.   

• International Ultimate Block Party in Toronto, Canada on June 5, 2011.  Attended by over 
5,000 people and organized by Canadian Teaching Unions as an introduction to their new playful 
learning curriculum. 

• Ultimate Block Party at Inner Harbor, Baltimore, Maryland on October 2, 2011.  Attended by 
over 10,000 people including Secretary of Education, Arnie Duncan, sponsored by the Baltimore 
School System. 

 
Co-founder, LearnNow.org, Learning Resource Network, a web portal designed to “give away” the 
science of learning to parents, educators, and practitioners of all stripes.  Soft launch event held on 
September 14, 2011, at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.. Hard launch in January, 2013. 
 
Disseminator of Psychological Research, American Psychological Association Spokesperson, 
interviewed and quoted by hundreds of radio stations, numerous print media outlets (e.g., Time, 
Parenting, Parents, Newsweek, Wondertime, Child, New York Times, etc.; newspapers all over the 
country).  London Times (December, 2007): Three-page spread evaluating toys. Continuously interacting 
with reporters about developmental science. Interviews on NPR, e.g., November 19, 2014, 
http://whyy.org/cms/radiotimes/ 
 
 

GRANTS 
 

 
LEGO Pilot Project Grant 
January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2016 
Title: How do children and adults think about play: A cross-cultural examination 
Co-principal investigators: Doris Cheng, Teresa Cremin, Nora Sheuer, Jill Popp 

 
National Science Foundation 
September 1, 2016 – August 31, 2018 
Title: Guiding guided learning: developmental, educational, and computational perspectives 
Co-principal investigators: Patrick Shafto (PI), Elizabeth Bonawitz, Fei Xu, Kathleen Corriveau, Kathy 
Hirsh-Pasek 
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
August 1, 2016 – July 31, 2019, $1,599,997 
Title: Assessing language comprehension in toddlers at risk for language delay 
Co-principal investigators: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, Aquiles Iglesias, Jill deVilliers 
 
National Science Foundation – Awarded to postdoctoral fellow, Dr. Giovana Morini (I am her mentor in 
collaboration with T. Morlet, and D. Houston) 
September 1, 2015 – August 31, 2017, $184,000 
Title: Using the tools of developmental science to diagnose language processing in deaf and hard of 
hearing infants  
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
R305A150435, August 1, 2015 – July 31, 2018,  
Title: Language for reading: Building vocabulary through engaged learning 
Co-principal investigators: Kathy Hirsh-Pasek and David Dickinson 
 
Institute of Education Sciences 

http://whyy.org/cms/radiotimes/
http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1514493&HistoricalAwards=false
http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1514493&HistoricalAwards=false
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R305A140385, September 1, 2014 – August 31, 2018, $1,599,153 
Title: Spatial instruction in preschool: identifying malleable factors 
Co-principal investigator: Kathy Hirsh-Pasek 
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
R305B130012, July 1, 2013 – August 31, 2017, $645,744 
Title:  Bridging cognitive science and education: products and processes in mathematics, language, and 
cognition (Postdoctoral training grant) 
Co-principal investigators: Nancy Jordan and Henry May 
 
National Science Foundation (through Temple University’s Spatial Intelligence Learning Center (SILC)) 
January 1, 2012 – August 31, 2013, $46,502 and renewed for September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2014 
Title:  The longitudinal relationship between geometric, mathematical, and spatial skills in preschool and 
kindergarten  
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
R305A100215, June 1, 2011 – May 31, 2015, $2,897,846 
Title: Using developmental science to design a computerized preschool language assessment 
Co-principal investigators: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, Aquiles Iglesias, Jill deVilliers, Mary Wilson 
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
R305A090525, June 1, 2011 – May 31, 2014, $ $1,531,803 
Title: Increasing vocabulary in preschools: Using cognitive science to guide pedagogy 
Co-principal investigators: David Dickinson and Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek 
 
National Science Foundation 
1058081, September 1, 2010 – August 31, 2011, $74,980 
Title: Science of Learning Center initiatives for translational science:  The Ultimate Block Party and 
LEARN 
Co-Principal investigator: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek 
 
National Science Foundation 
1044384, August 1, 2010-July 31, 2011, $49,499 
Title: Impacting informal learning: Moving the conversation forward 
Co-Principal investigator: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek 
 
National Institutes of Health Stimulus Grant 
1RC1HD0634970-01, September 2009- August 31, 2011, $888,035 
Title: Shape up! Preschoolers’ geometric sense predicts future mathematics achievement 
Co-Principal investigator: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek 
 
National Science Foundation 
0642632, April 2007 – May 2010, $400,000 
Title:  The path to verb learning  
Co-principal investigators: Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek and Thomas Shipley 
 
National Institutes of Health 
5RO1HD050199, September 2006 – July 2011, $940,483 
Title: Spatial language: Development and neural studies. 
Co-principal investigators: Anjan Chatterjee and Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek. 
 
National Science Foundation  
SBR-990-5832, June 2000 - May 2003, $368,361.  
Title: The origins of verb learning. 
Co-principal investigator:  Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek. 
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National Science Foundation  
SBR-961-5391, August 1996 - July 1999, $420,000.   
Title:  The origins of word learning.   
Co-principal investigator:  Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek. 
 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  
#1-R01-HD19568-01, July 1987 - July 1989, $160,075. 
Title:  Language comprehension in the cerebral palsied child. 
Co-principal investigators:  Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, Paula Malone, &  
S. Charles Bean. 
 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  
#1-R01-HD15964-01, April 1982 - April 1984, $135,174. 
Title:  A new approach to language comprehension. 
Co-principal investigator:  Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek. 
 
National Institute of Mental Health Small Grant 
#1-R03-MH29974-01, June 1977 - May 1978, $5,000. 
Title:  Infants' concepts of action roles in filmed events. 
 
General University Research Grant, 1986-1987. 
Title:  Infants' comprehension of linguistic inflections:  The origins of grammar.  Declined to accept 
subsequent grant. 
 
University of Delaware Research Foundation Grant, 1986-1987, $13,772. 
Title:  Infants' comprehension of linguistic inflections:  The origins of grammar. 
 
Biomedical Research Grant, 1984-1985. 
Title:  Assessing language comprehension in the adult expressive aphasic. 
 
Biomedical Research Grant, 1983-1984. 
Title:  Assessing language comprehension in children with cerebral palsy. 
 
Summer Research Grant, 1975. 
Title:  The impact of parental speech on language acquisition. 
 
Other Sources: 
Mattell Corporation 
May 2011 – May 2012, $15,000 
Title: Exploring contextual and play material constraints on creative thinking and problem solving  
in early childhood. 
Co-principal investigator: Kathy Hirsh-Pasek  
 
 

SELECTED CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTES 
 

International Congress on Infant Studies, coordination of 40th year anniversary activities and on 
program committee (2016 October – Spring 2018) 
 
Invited participant, Space and Mathematics: What’s the Connection? Conference at University of 
Chicago, Chicago, IL (2015, November).  
 
Invited to attend Frontiers of Innovation Convening, Center for the Developing Child, Boston, MA 
(2015, October). 
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Invited to Cambridge University for launch of PEDaL Center (Center for Play, Education, Development, 
and Learning) funded by Lego Foundation.  Cambridge, England. (2015, October) 
 
Invited professor, with K. Hirsh-Pasek, Learning to Play, Playing to Learn, Week Long Summer Institute 
2015, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Oahu, Hawaii. 
 
Invited conference faculty, Latin American School for Education, Cognitive, and Neural Sciences. 
(2013, March in Ilheus, Brazil; 2015, March in Atacama, Chile; March 2016 outside Buenos Aires, 
Argentina).   
 
Invited conference faculty, The Norwegian Agderprosjekt workshop on Norwegian day care. Chicago, 
IL (2014, December) 

 
Invited conference faculty, Lego Foundation Idea Conference, Billund, Denmark. (2014, April; 2016, 
April). 
 
Invited conference faculty, NSF- SILC sponsored workshop on children’s understanding of space and 
language.  La Jolla, University of California, San Diego (2013, January). 

 
Panel moderator and organizer, UPDATE 2011: Managing Listening, Language & Educational 
Outcomes for Today’s Children with Hearing Loss, sponsored by CHOICES and Delaware Academy of 
Medicine, (2011, May). 
 
Invited conference faculty, National Academy of Sciences Workshop on the Role of Language in 
School Learning: Implications for Closing the Achievement Gap. Menlo Park, CA. Menlo Park, CA (2009, 
October).  
 
Invited conference faculty, Development across domains in infancy, Child Study Center at 
Pennsylvania State University (2005, September).  
 
Conducted a conference entitled “PLAY=LEARNING” with Dorothy Singer and Kathy Hirsh-Pasek.  
Funded by Fisher-Price, held at Yale University (2005, June). 
 
Organized and conducted conference entitled, "The Transition from Prelinguistic to Linguistic 
Communication:  Issues and Implications."  Funded by and held at the University of Delaware (1981, 
September) 
 
Administrative Director, Member of Planning Committee, and Resident Faculty for a summer 
institute on communication in childhood sponsored by the Society for Research in Child Development 
and funded by the Carnegie Foundation.  Conducted at the University of Delaware, (1979, summer).  
 
Faculty in Desegregation Institute sponsored by the National Institute of Education and the 
University of Delaware, (1976, 1977, summers). 
 
Ford Foundation conferences on the nature and impact of women's studies programs, Wesleyan 
University, 1973. 

 
TEACHING ABROAD 

 
Professor in University of Delaware’s Winter Session Program.  Geneva, Switzerland, 1977; Tel Aviv, 
Israel, 1978; Italy, 2001; Paris, 2002; Australia/New Zealand, 2007. 
 
 

UNUSUAL UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
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Ad Hoc Faculty Committee on Academic Misconduct, Spring, 2013; Faculty Advisory Board for the 
Undergraduate Research Program, January 2009 - ; Special Committee on Faculty Plagiarism, 2007; 
Chair, College of Education Colloquium Series, 1983-2006; Chair, Graduate Judicial Board Hearing, 
June, 1996; Search Committee for a Dean for the College of Education, 1995; Committee to award 
George Herbert Ryden Dissertation Prize in the social sciences, 1995; College of Education Committee 
on Restructuring, 1995-1997 Board of Senior Thesis Readers for Honors Committee to create a Cognitive 
Science Program, 1994; Provost's Ad hoc Committee on Faculty Plagiarism, 1993; University Research 
Committee, 1992-1993; Committee to Select a Provost, 1990-1991; Faculty Advisory Committee to 
Nominate a President, 1989-1990; University Promotions and Tenure Committee, 1985-1987. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
 

Interim Dean, College of Education, University of Delaware (September 1996 - July 1997).  
   
 

TRAINING OF UNDERGRADUATES, GRADUATES, LABORATORY COORDINATORS, AND 
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS 

 
Graduate committee service – Dr. Golinkoff serves on doctoral committees for students at other 
universities, e.g., Johns Hopkins, Duke, and Vanderbilt 
Undergraduates - Many high school students and hundreds of undergraduate students have received 
research training in her laboratory and gone on to programs in Speech and Language Pathology and 
Developmental Science.  
Graduate students – Dr. Golinkoff has served as primary advisor and on the committees of doctoral 
students in Education, Psychology, and Linguistics. The majority has gone on to academic jobs. She also 
co-mentors and serves on the committees of most of Kathy Hirsh-Pasek’s students at Temple University.  
Laboratory coordinators – Over 10 laboratory coordinators have gone on graduate schools in 
Psychology and related areas and have either finished the PhD or are in process. 
Postdoctoral Fellows – past and present and site of PhD–  Dr. Megan Johannson, University of 
Delaware; Dr. Brian Verdine, Vanderbilt University; Dr. Giovanna Morini, University of Maryland; Dr. Laura 
Zimmerman, Georgetown University; Dr. Ilyse Resnick, Temple University; Dr. Rebecca Dore, University 
of Virginia; Dr. Christina Barbieri, Temple University; Dr. Vinaya Rajan, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 
 

SERVICE TO THE FIELD 
 
Elected Treasurer, International Congress for Infant Studies, 2016-2018. Part of planning committee for 
ICIS in Philadelphia in 2018. 
Organized and chaired Panel at Boston University Child Language meeting. Looking back and 
moving forward: 40 years of the Boston Language Conference. (November, 2015). 
Member, APA Division 7 Fellows Committee, 2002. Chair, 2003.   
American Psychological Association sponsored workshop (with Nora Newcombe) to new Ph.D.’s,  
“Academic negotiation:  What’s my bottom line?”, April, 2001.  
Elected Treasurer, International Society for Infant Studies, 1996-2000; Jean Piaget Society 
(secretary and/or member of the board, 1976-1984)   
Chair, 1991, Member, 1992, Committee to select recipient of the Boyd McCandless Award for Division 7  
of the American Psychological Association.   
 

CONSULTING AND REVIEWING 
 

Associate Editor: NJP, Science of Learning journal. (October 2015-  ) 
 
Associate Editor: Child Development, July 2007 – July 2012. Consulting editor: August 2012-2013  
 
NIH Toolbox Team Member, Cognitive Domain (November 2007- 2013).  Created vocabulary 
assessment for individuals across the lifespan. 
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Editorial Boards:  Studies in Language Sciences: Journal of the Japanese Society for Language 
Sciences (2012- ); Journal of Child Language (2006- ); Language Acquisition (Advisory Board, 2004- ); 
Infancy (2001-2004); Society for Research and Child Development Monographs (1993-1994; 1999-2000); 
Developmental Psychology (1984-1987; 1992-1994; 1998-2002); Child Development (1979-1982; 2002- 
present); Journal of Educational Psychology (1979-1982); Science of Learning (2015- ). 
 
Board Member: Port Discovery Museum Education Advisory Council, Port Discovery Children’s 
Museum, Baltimore, MD; Delaware Children’s Museum, Wilmington, DE; Jewish Family Services, 
Wilmington, DE; Alliance for Childhood, National Advisory Board Member; Alliance for Childhood; Core 
Team, CHOICES Delaware, Making Language Choices Available to Delaware Families of Children with 
Hearing Loss; Mindchamps World Advisory Board, Singapore; Early Learning and Advocacy Council, 
DuPage Children’s Museum, Naperville, IL; Save the Children Movement, England; National Early 
Education Council, Jumpstart. 
 
Reviewer:  British Journal of Developmental Psychology, American Journal on Mental Retardation, Child 
Development, Developmental Psychology, First Language, Infant Behavior and Development, Journal of 
Child Language, Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, Journal of Applied Developmental 
Psychology, Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, Psychological Bulletin, Review of Educational Research, Social 
Development, Society for Research in Child Development Monographs, International Journal of 
Behavioral Development, Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, Cognitive Science, Psychological Science, Cognition, Journal of Speech, Language, and 
Hearing Research, Journal of Memory and Language; American Canadian, and Israeli 
funding agencies; NICHHD developmental study section grants panel, March, 1983; NSF Linguistics 
Panel, October, 2001; Developmental Science; Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience; Archives of Pediatrics 
& Adolescent Medicine; Trends in Cognitive Science; Child Development Perspectives; REESE NSF 
grants panel, February, 2010; NIH Cognition and Perception Panel, February, 2014; Boston Child 
Language Abstracts; Australian Review of Applied Linguistics; Consciousness and Cognition; abstracts 
for 2016 PI IES meeting. 
 
Consultant:  Language Research Center, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA., Dr. Sue Savage-
Rumbaugh and Dr. Duane Rumbaugh; Laboratory for Language and Cognitive Studies, Salk Institute, 
San Diego, CA., Dr. Ursula Bellugi and Dr. Elizabeth Bates; K’nex Toys, Highlights Magazine/Jigsaw 
Toys; Megablocks Toys; Port Discovery Baltimore Children’s Museum, West Virginia Kids Count Project, 
Civitas, Talaris Institute, United Way Born Learning; National Science Foundation grant awarded to M. 
Callanan & D. Sobel entitled, Explaining, Exploring, and Scientific Reasoning in Museum Settings. 
 
External dissertation examiner:  University of New Zealand, University of Ottawa, University of Northern 
Illinois, Johns Hopkins University, Monash University, Vanderbilt University. 
 
External tenure and promotion reviewer for colleges and universities around the world. 
 
Chair, panel on "Language and Communication" for paper submissions for 1987 Society for Research in 
Child Development Meeting and 1990 International Conference on Infant Studies Meeting.  Served as 
proposal reviewer for these and other conferences (e.g., Jean Piaget Society) numerous times.  
Organized debates for International Conference on Infant Studies, April, 1998. 
 
Membership in Professional Societies: American Psychological Association; Association for 
Psychological Science; Society for Research in Child Development; International Society for Infant 
Studies; Jean Piaget Society; Cognitive Development Society; Society for Language Development. 
 
 

BOOKS, MONOGRAPHS, AND SPECIAL JOURNAL ISSUES 
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 Pace, A., Morini, G., Golinkoff, R. M., de Villiers, J., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Iglesias, A., & Wilson, M. (In 
preparation). At the touch of a screen: A new language comprehension assessment for children ages 3 
through 5. 
              
 Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Grob, R., & Schlesinger, M. (Eds.) (in preparation). Bringing 
developmental science into the world. Special issue section, Child Development.  
              
 Verdine, B., Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Newcombe, N. (2017). Links between spatial and 
mathematical skills across the preschool years. Society for Research in Child Development Monograph 
series. 
 
             Golinkoff, R. M. & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2016). Becoming brilliant: What science tells us about raising 
successful children. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association Press.  
 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Zosh, J., Golinkoff, R. M., Gray, J., Kaufman, J., & Robb, M. (2015). Harnessing 
the science of learning to promote real educational apps. Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 16, 
3-34. 
 

Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Russ, S., & Lillard, A. (Eds.). (2013, Fall). Special issue of 
American Journal of Play.  Probing playtime: What does the research show? American Journal of Play, 6.  

 
 Gershon, R. C., Slotkin, J., Manly, J. J., Blitz, D. L., Beaumont, J. L., Schnipke, D., Wallner-Allen, 
K. Golinkoff, R. M., Gleason, J. B., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Adams, M. J., & Weintraub, S. (2013). Measuring 
language (vocabulary comprehension and reading decoding), pp. 49-69.  In P. Zelazo and P. Bauer 
(overall eds.), National Institutes of Health Toolbox Cognition Battery: Validation for children between 3 
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D.O. Hebb Lecture, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 



Page 65  
Roberta Michnick Golinkoff  
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  Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Goksun, T., Roseberry, S., Pulverman, R., Pruden, S. (2008, 
April). Foundations of verb learning: How infants view motion events.  Princeton University Mini-
Conference on Language Acquisition (organizer: A. Goldberg). 

  
  Golinkoff, R. M. (2008, March).  What’s play got to do with it? Workshop for Delaware Association 
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 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M.  (1991, May).  Constructivist explanations for language 
acquisition may be insufficient:  The case for language-specific principles.  Discussion of Lois Bloom's 
plenary address.  Jean Piaget Society. 

 
  Hirsh-Pasek, K.,  & Golinkoff, R. M.  (1988, June).  Language comprehension:  A new look at 

some old themes.  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development Conference on 
Biobehavioral Bases of Language Development.  
 
 Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K.  (1987, October).  A new picture of language development:  
Evidence from comprehension.  Boston Child Language Conference. 
 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M.  (1987, October).  From evidence to explanation:  Using 
comprehension data to inform theories of language acquisition.  Boston Child Language Conference. 
  
 Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K.  (1987, March).  The origins of grammar are revealed in a new 
language comprehension paradigm.  New York Child Language Meeting. 
 
 Golinkoff, R. M.  (1980, May).  Infant social cognition:  Self, people, and objects.   Discussion of 
Michael Lewis' plenary address.  Jean Piaget Society Tenth Annual Symposium.  
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reading readiness, and skilled reading.  Discussion of Richard Venezky's paper.  Second Delaware 
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ADDITIONAL TALKS, KEYNOTES, PLENARY ADDRESSES, WORKSHOPS, IN-SERVICE 
PRESENTATIONS BASED ON EINSTEIN NEVER USED FLASH CARDS 

 or HOW BABIES TALK 
             April, 2010  Newark Kindergarten and Development Group, Newark, DE  
             November, 2009    Mom’s Club, Bible Fellowship Church, Newark, DE 
             November, 2008 Newark Mom’s Club, Newark, DE  
 March, 2008  Laboratory Preschool, University of Delaware  
 October, 2007  United Way Women in Local Leadership Event, Jacksonville, FL 
 October 2007  Hands On Children’s Museum, Olympia, WA 
 September, 2007 Good Shepherd Church, Middletown, DE 
 February, 2007  United Methodist Church, Newark, DE 
 October, 2006  DuPage Children’s Museum, Chicago, IL 
 August, 2006  Governor Timothy M. Kaine’s Smart Beginnings Summit, Richmond, VA 
 May, 2006  Legacies and Legos:  The 2006 Florida Early Learning Quality Initiative 
   Symposium, Orlando, FL 
 March, 2006  Atlanta Speech School, Atlanta, GA  
 November, 2005 Mom’s Club of Middletown, Middletown, DE 

November, 2005 Parents as Teachers state-wide inservice meeting, Dover, DE 
 October, 2005  Waldorf School, Baltimore, MD 

August, 2005  Workshop for Early Childhood Teachers, Christina School District 
 May, 2005  Parent-Child Home Program Conference.  Garden City, LI 
 April, 2005    Prince George’s County Interagency Early Childhood Conference:  

Celebrating Children.  Greenbelt, MD 
 March, 2005    United Methodist Church.  Newark, DE 
 November, 2004   Children’s Museum of Indianapolis.  Indianapolis, IN 
 October, 2004   The Children’s Museum, Appleton, WI 
 October, 2004    Utah’s Early Childhood Special Education Conference.  Provo, UT 



Page 69  
Roberta Michnick Golinkoff  

 

 October, 2004    Wellesley Mothers Forum Group.  Wellesley, MA 
 October, 2004    Little Sprouts Day Care Center Annual Conference.  Provo, UT 
 October, 2004    Proctor & Gamble Creativity Group.  Cincinnati, OH 
 September, 2004   New Jersey Library Association.  Bridgewater, NJ 
 September, 2004   Port Discovery, Children’s Museum.  Baltimore, MD 
 July, 2004    Jigsaw Toys Conference, Cincinnati, OH  
 June, 2004   American Library Association.  Orlando, FL 
 May, 2004    Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia, PA 
 May, 2004    West Virginia Reading Conference.  Charleston, WV 
 May, 2004    Association of Children’s Museums.  New Orleans, LA 
 April, 2004    Minnesota Children’s Museum.  St. Paul, MN 
 April, 2004    Playing to Learn Conference.  Venice, FL 
 September, 2003   Twenty-first Century Learner Conference.  Washington, D.C. 
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